
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 22 June 2011] 

 p4619c-4620a 
Mr Colin Barnett 

 [1] 

PREMIER — VISIT TO UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, UNITED KINGDOM AND BELGIUM 

Statement by Premier 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.07 pm]: From 2 to 11 June I visited the United Arab Emirates, 
London and Brussels, all three of which are important to Western Australia for established and potential trade, 
business and investment. At meetings and gatherings of leaders in government, business and industry, I delivered 
a consistent message: Western Australia is the world’s leading mining economy with a rapidly expanding 
petroleum sector and a strong agricultural sector; we have much to offer as a tourism destination; and we have a 
strong and unique economic, political and cultural relationship with the countries of the Asia–Pacific region.  

In Dubai and Abu Dhabi, I met with senior government ministers and discussed food security, the scale of 
investment in Western Australia’s resources industry and the potential for further interaction on education, health 
and tourism. In Abu Dhabi I was particularly pleased to announce the opening of an office of Austal Ships and to 
be part of the graduation of the first cohort of undergraduates from Murdoch University. I also addressed an 
audience of around 200 business people. 

In Brussels, I met with senior European Commission representatives to highlight Western Australia’s leading 
position as a global supplier of natural resources. I discussed the role that Western Australia could play as an 
emergency supplier of gas to Europe in the event of disruption to pipeline supply from Russia or instability in the 
Gulf region or North Africa. Two other areas of particular interest were Western Australia’s rare earths resources 
and renewable energy projects. 

In London, at meetings and several speaking engagements, I outlined preparations for the forthcoming 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Perth. This included an audience with the Queen, who was 
appreciative of the work being undertaken to ensure a successful meeting. Her Majesty is very much looking 
forward to being in Perth in October. I also was pleased to be invited to give the annual Menzies Lecture at the 
Menzies Centre for Australian Studies at the King’s College, London. This was an opportunity to give 
prominence to the unprecedented $300 billion investment cycle underway in Western Australia’s resources 
industry and the state’s links with Asia and the Indian Ocean rim. It was also a privilege to be able to deliver an 
address at the annual Western Australian Foundation Day Service at the Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy, 
celebrating the state’s foundation with representatives of WA’s founding families and others with connections to 
the state. A visit to the British Museum provided the opportunity to discuss with the museum’s director, 
Mr Neil MacGregor, the place of museums in modern society and what a new museum in Perth should aim to 
provide. While there, I signed a memorandum of understanding between the Western Australian Museum and 
the British Museum for a special commonwealth exhibition to be held in Perth. 

I met with the Minister of State for Renewable Energy, Hon Charles Hendry, and reiterated Western Australia’s 
potential as an alternative supplier of natural gas and our growing renewable energy sector. I also met with the 
Minister of State for Trade and Investment, Lord Green, who will be visiting Perth for CHOGM and will address 
the commonwealth business forum.  

The visits to the United Kingdom and Europe highlighted the potential for further development of Western 
Australia’s science and technology sector that is based primarily, but not exclusively, around mining, petroleum 
and energy. I discussed the site selection process for the Square Kilometre Array project and put forward 
Western Australia’s credentials at a meeting with Professor John Womersley from the Science and Technology 
Facilities Council and the person who is heading the selection team. I also met with the global heads of major 
resources companies and mining service companies including Rio Tinto Ltd, British Petroleum, ArcelorMittal 
and AMEC. This trip confirmed the significance of Western Australia and was well received in Europe, the UK 
and the United Arab Emirates. 
 


